GHOST TOWN CLUB
OF COLORADO
Exploration, enjoyment, and preservation of historical sites
Field Trip: Road trip to Keota
Date of trip: 05/28/2022
Meet at 10:00AM at the Greeley Ice Haus Parking Lot to carpool to Keota
Leader: Ashley Doty
Usually when someone mentions a ghost town in Colorado, our minds go to abandoned mining
towns in the San Juans surrounded by majestic mountains. Colorado is full of mining history, but
there is a whole other side of Colorado’s history to explore, the Great Plains. Dry and hot in the
summer, and cold and windy in the winter the eastern plains are populated with many ghost
towns that were once railroad or stage stops that served homesteading and ranching
communities.
Keota was a railroad stop along the Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy Railroad, and platted in
1888 by the Lincoln Land Company after they purchased the land from the Beardsley sisters,
Mary, and Eva. Depending on the source, the town reached a population anywhere from 150300, but served about 1250 homesteads in the area.
Description of the day:
We will start off by meeting at the Ice Haus parking lot in Greeley at 10am. We will carpool over to
Keota around 10:20. When we reach the site, we will discuss the two eras of Keota and the
general layout of the town. We will also learn about some of the individuals who called Keota
home. From there we will visit the Keota cemetery, and then head on to the Sligo cemetery, and
the Grover railroad depot. We will then head back to Greeley and for anyone interested we will
eat at a restaurant in Greeley to relax a little and enjoy good food and company before we head
on home.
The ruins we will see:
Keota paints quite a different picture then the mining towns of the Rockies; wind-blown prairies,
without a tree in sight and the Pawnee Buttes in the distance. The railroad tracks were removed
in 1975, but many buildings and foundations remain at the town site. Along main street we will
come across the general store and post office, and two houses on either side. Near the railroad
tracks is the outline of what I believe is the depot and a few previous commercial buildings. We
will see some of the old sidewalks and fire hydrants that lined the streets. Past the main street
that housed the commercial buildings lies the Methodist church, and as you continue up the road
stands the water tower and the foundation of the two-story schoolhouse that closed in 1951. We
will also see foundations of houses scattered among the remaining buildings.
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Itinerary:
Meet at 10:00AM
Location: Greeley Ice Haus Parking Lot. Address: 900 8th Ave, Greeley, CO 80631. Parking in
this lot is free all-day on Saturdays, however there is a farmer’s market across the street. If
parking is an issue, we can park in the parking lot behind the Railroad Museum. We will then
carpool to Keota.

12:20AM Leave Ice Haus parking lot and begin the hour drive to Keota:
The road to Keota is almost all paved highway, and then the last road is a packed dirt road. There
should be no problem for any cars to make it to this location. The road from Keota to the Sligo
Cemetery and Grover Depot are also packed dirt.
Arrive at the site: Once we arrive at the site, we will walk around the site and explore/discuss.
The town is on private property, but we do have permission to be there by one of the landowners.
There are a few buildings used for storage by Weld County on the site, along with a private
residence on the edge of town. The weather will most likely be in the 70/80s that day, so please
dress accordingly. The plains can be quite windy on any given day and there is no sun protection
from any trees, so not a bad idea to bring sunscreen and a hat. There may also be tall grass in
some areas at the site and a possibility of snakes, so always watch your step. Please bring water,
and any other drinks and snacks you would like.
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Walking around the town site:
The ground is relatively flat with a maintained main street dirt road. There is some debris due to
building deterioration. Some of the side roads are also still dirt with some grass growth. There is
some uneven ground so probably not the most suitable terrain for strollers or wheelchairs, or
persons not in good physical health or have difficulty walking. However, the main street is well
maintained and the buildings on that road may be visited for those who have limitations. Once at
the site Ashley will lead a talk discussing the history of the town focusing on the buildings left and
some of the residents who lived there.
12:30PM Eat lunch at Keota:
Around 12:30 we will eat lunch near the buildings on the main road. Pack your own lunch, drinks,
and snacks, or whatever else you will need. If you need a chair, please pack one as there is no
seating at the town site.
Travel to the Keota Cemetery, Sligo Cemetery, and Grover Depot:
After lunch, if we are not yet finished exploring the town we will continue to do so. We will then
travel just up the road to the Keota Cemetery, and then travel to the ghost town of Sligo, all that
really remains is the cemetery. We will then travel up to Grover where their original train depot
still exists and is now a museum. The depot is similar to the one that once existed in Keota. The
museum has limited hours, but perhaps we may get lucky, and it will be open on that day.
3:00-4:00PM Head back to Greeley from Grover:
Now if we are really running ahead of schedule and people want to visit, we can take a detour to
the site of Dearfield. Or if you would like to head back to Greeley and skip dinner and see
Dearfield on your own, it is about a 30-minute drive east of Greeley.
DINNER:
Santeramo’s Pizza House & Italian Food
1229 10th Ave, Greeley, CO 80631
To sign up for the trip, or any questions, call or email Ashley Doty:
(970) 518-5108
ashleyarmitage24@gmail.com
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